Sydney Macgregor February 17, 2007 Mishpatim
Shabbat shalom,

This week’s torah portion, Mishpatim from the book of Exodus, is about laws. There are certain laws for the Israelites.  In my portion there are a lot of rules for slaves.  All of the bad acts are punishable.  There are also rules about theft and lending.  If a guardian abuses his slave he gets punished for different things that he does to the slave.  Here is one law you have to obey and the punishment for it.  If a Jew says “I love my master and my wife and children but I don’t wish to go free” his master shall take him before god. He shall be brought to the door or the doorpost, and his master shall pierce his ear with an awl, and he shall then remain his slave for life.  

Certain crimes are punishable by death for instance murder, kidnapping, and assaulting ones parents.  There are also certain laws for the Israel lights about god. Not to curse god and to dedicate the first born sons and cattle and the first fruit of the trees.  The word Mishpatim means Judgments.  That’s what god does to the Israelites.  Many laws given in this portion have to do with behavior and moral values.  And pretty much what it is saying is that there are punishments for everything so before you do it you have to know that there are going to be consequences for it.
